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SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE IN TRANSPORTING RECOMPRESSION CHAMBER 

1 . THE BRITISH DEFENSE ADVISER IN NAIROBI, COL. GEOFFREY 
ALDERMAN, HAS REQUESTED THE ASSISTANCE, ON A SPACE AVAILABLE 
BASIS, OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT IN ARRANGING FOR THE 
TRANSPORT OF A (DIVERS') RECOMPRESSION CHAMBER FROM BODRUM. 

TURKEY TO MOMBASA, KENYA. THE RECOMPRESSION CHAMBER IS APPROX- 
IMATELY TEN FEET LONG AND WEIGHTS TWO TONS. 

2. THE BRITISH AND KENYAN NAVIES ARE ASSISTING THE CURATOR 

OF THE FORT JESUS MUSEUM IN MOMBASA IN AN AQUATIC ARCHAEOLOGY 
PROJECT FOR THE RECOVERY OF PARTS OF A PORTUGUESE FRIGATE SUNK 
OFF MOMBASA SEVERAL HUNDRED YEARS AGO. VESSELS, DIVERS, AND 
SCIENTIFIC PERSONNEL HAVE BEEN ASSEMBLED, BUT IT IS FELT THAT, 

AS A SAFETY MEASURE, A RECOMPRESSION CHAMBER SHOULD BE ON HAND IN 
CASE OF THE PERSONNEL DEVELOP BENDS AS A RESULT OF SURFACING 
TOO RAPIDLY. THE UNDER WATER WORK WILL BEGIN SHORTLY AFTER 
CHRISTMAS AND CONTINUE FOR ABOUT THREE MONTHS. 

3. THE USE OF A RECOMPRESSION CHAMBER HAS BEEN OFFERED THE 
EXPEDITION BY THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF NAUTICAL ARCHAEOLOGY. 

THE CHAMBER IS AT PRESENT IN BODRUM, TURKEY. SINCE THE UNITED 
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STATES DOES HAVE FORCES IN TURKEY AND MIGHT CONCEIVABLY HAVE 
TRANSPORT FLIGHTS IN THE INDIAN OCEAN AREA, COL. ALDERMAN 
HOPED THAT SPACE MIGHT BE FOUND AND AN AIRCRAFT DIVERTED TO 
MOMBASA TO MAKE DELIVERY. THE EXPEDITION WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO 
DEFRAY ANY ADDITIONAL EXPENSES SUCH A DIVERSION MIGHT INCUR. 

4. SINCE THE KENYAN NAVY HAS BEEN SO FORTHCOMING IN 
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RESPONSE TO REQUESTS WE HAVE MADE AT THE TIME OF OUR RELATIVELY 
FREQUENT SHIPS VISITS HERE, AS THE KENYAN GOVERNMENT OFFERS 
AIRFIELD FACILITIES TO OUR P-3 FLIGHTS, AND, FINALLY, SINCE 
THIS EXPEDITIONWILL VERY LIKELY RECEIVE CONSIDERABLE PUBLICITY 
IF ITS FINDS ARE A IMPORTANT AS THEY PROMISE TO BE, THE 
EMBASSY HOPES THAT THE DEPARTMENT CAN PREVAIL UPON THE DEPART- 
MENT OF DEFENSE TO MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO BE RESPONSIVE TO THIS 
REQUEST. 

5. PLEASE ADVISE. 

LE MF.LLF. 
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